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Sir: 

I, Dr. Jacques BARTHOLEYNS, hereby declare: 
I am the same Dr. Jacques Bartholeyns named as an 
inventor in the above-identified patent application. I make this 
declaration in support of the present- application, and to provide 
evidence in rebuttal to issues raised in the the Official Action 
of May 12, -2004, that one of ordinary skill in the art would find 
that NAUGHTON et al. or LEE et al. anticipate or render obvious 
the claimed invention. 

The role of macrophages in tissue repair is believed to 
be linked to their inflammatory activity, i.e., releasing factors 
attracting other proliferating cells rather than the macrophages 
exhibiting a direct action. The fixation of ex vivo 
differentiated, non-proliferating ■ macrophages to a biomaterial 
therefore induces indirect effects favoring the proliferation of 
tissue cells. This is clearly different from NAUGHTON et al . or 
LEE et al. who are colonizing biomaterials with proliferating 


